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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

This commimication is submitted in response to the Examiner's Interview 
Summary dated December 17, 2004, in connection with the interview conducted on 
December 14, 2004. 

Applicants initially note that the draft proposed claim amendments were 
sent to the Examiner solely to facihtate the discussion. These draft claims should have no 
bearing on the literal scope of the pending claims or the scope of the claims imder the 
doctrine of equivalents. 
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Applicants proposed amending independent claim 72 to recite that the 



connector elements have a "terminal distal end." In the Examiner's Interview Summary, 
the Examiner states that Applicant's Representatives argued that a terminal end "must be 
a free end based on a dictionary definition of the term." Applicants' Representatives 
believe that this summary is not an accurate representation of Applicants' argument. To 
clarify, Applicants' Representatives argued that, based on a dictionary definition of the 
term "terminal," the connector element as recited in the proposed claim would be "free" 
at the distal end insofar as this distal end is not integrally formed with another portion of 



In order to recite the claimed invention with greater clarity, rather than 



filing the proposed amended claim 72, AppUcants chose to file amended claim 72 as set 
forth in the response dated December 23, 2004. 
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the stent. 



Respectfially submitted, 
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